indene-2,3-dicarboxylate was synthesized in accordance with the published procedure [1] . Single crystals of the title compound were prepared in benzene at 322 K during six weeks using the branch tube method. The dark-yellow crystals were filtered off, washed with cold benzene (5 ml) and dried in vacuum over P 4O10 (m. 
Discussion
Indene derivatives are important carbocycles in bio-organic chemistry and are present in many natural products and pharmaceuticals [1] . In recent years there has been increasing interest in the determination of crystal structures of biologically active compounds [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] .
In the crystal structure of the title compound, the covalent bonds are found to be in normal range. (2) are similar to those in previous reports [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] . The methyl groups at O4 and O6 are approximately in the O4-C14-O5 (ÐC18-O4-C14-O5 = 2.5(4)°) and O6-C13-O7 (ÐC17-O6-C13-O7 = -6.2(4)°) planes, respectively, which agrees well with a participation of O4 and O6 in the electron donation to the esteric carbonyl groups. The torsion angle ÐC12-C1-C13-O7 = -12.0(4)°shows clearly that the carbonyl group C13=O7 and the double bond C1=C12 share approximately a common plane with S-cis conformation probably as a result of the p-system conjugation. Based on torsion angles C14 atom is in trans position relative to O3A. No p-p-ring stacking is observed within the crystals. This probably is a result of the presence of bulky groups in the crystal network which prevent stacking of the aromatic rings. Intermolecular hydrogen bonds between O2 and H1O(-O3A) atoms (d(O2···H1O) = 1.98 Å and ÐO2-H1O-O3A = 171.9°) are observed within the crystals, probably caused by the presence of electron-poor (H1O(-O3A)) and electron-rich (O2) atoms in suitable positions of the crystal network. These intermolecular interactions appear to be plausible factors in the stabilization of the crystal packing. 
